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By Karen Zacarías
A Commission by Cincinnati Playhouse
“I grew up in a time where a woman’s voice was expressed through her décor. I
guess now, it’s through her weeds.” Virginia Butley
CHARACTERS
Tania Del Valle — 29 year old – smart, likeable, positive, passionate, fit and
highly energized pregnant PhD candidate and gardener.
Pablo Del Valle — 31 year old – smart, likeable, ambitious, savvy young
attorney.
Virginia Butley — 55-65 year old- smart, likeable, assertive, direct, no- nonsense
engineer.
Frank Butley — 55-65 year old – smart, likeable, excitable, caring, detail-oriented
Federal employee and gardener.
The play should also use 2-4 extras to play the silent roles of the surveyor,
landscapers, building examiner. There are short theatrical vignettes between
scenes that can help transform the garden. These workers should preferably be
Latinx and exude unique personalities as they work.
Setting
The back of two houses. Two back gardens. A wire fence with ivy divides them.
One garden is a beautiful garden with lush grass and very symmetrical garden
beds. The other is unkempt: dying peonies … straggly rose bushes, grass, a large
oak tree, leaves, and acorns.

PRO-LOGUE - SPOTLIGHTS
PABLO

First impressions are really — good.
TANIA

Great actually!
FRANK

Neighbors.
VIRGINIA

Not friends but friendly.
TANIA

Very neighborly.
FRANK

Tania and … Pablo are new to the neighborhood.
VIRGINIA

We welcome them by bringing over wine.
[THEY LOOK OVER AT TANIA AND PABLO.]
FRANK

My guess is they prefer red wine over white.
PABLO

They give us Merlot and dark chocolate.
VIRGINIA

Chocolate is always … safe.
TANIA

I’m allergic, but it’s so nice.
FRANK

So happy to get a young family on the street.
TANIA

An old home.
PABLO

A historic neighborhood!
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VIRGINIA

Stately houses and gardens.
PABLO

Ours is a fixer upper.
TANIA

With a fabulous back yard!
[EVERYONE LOOKS AT THE BACKYARD]

And a tree!
PABLO

A tree.
FRANK

A tree.
VIRGINIA

A tree.
TANIA

A tree! Oh! I have big plans for this yard!
VIRGINIA AND FRANK

Old neighborhood.
TANIA AND PABLO

New neighbors.
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FIRST VIGNETTE- MONDAY AFTERNOON

[MUSIC.
PABLO, FRANK AND VIRGINIA EXIT. TANIA, ALMOST 8
MONTHS PREGNANT STILL ENERGIZED AND NIMBLE, IS
WEARING COMFORTABLE WORK-OUT CLOTHES. SHE IS
TRYING TO DIG OUT A WILTED PLANT. SHE IS HAPPY.
SINGING MAYBE, AS SHE PLAYS WITH THE DIRT. HER
HUSBAND PABLO ENTERS IN TO THE BACK YARD . HE IS
METICULOUSLY DRESSED IN A NICE SUIT.]

3

SCENE 1- MONDAY AFTERNOON
PABLO

Tania! There you are!
TANIA

Pablo, you’re home early.
PABLO

Should you be doing that?
TANIA

It’s fine. I’m so sick of unpacking. I hate being inside on such a beautiful day …
PABLO

You should take it easy.
TANIA

Gardening relaxes me. You’re the one that’s been working so hard.
PABLO

I have to. This firm is so intense … So intensely …
TANIA

Competitive?
PABLO

— American.
TANIA

American …
PABLO

American.
TANIA

You’re just the new guy.
PABLO

No. I’m the foreign guy. And that’s different.
TANIA

That’s why they want you, because you are different.
PABLO

Tania, I think I’ve done something I might regret.
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TANIA

Really? What?
PABLO

I invited the entire firm to our house.
TANIA

You did what?
PABLO

The senior partners were joking about me being the “new guy.” And Mr. Krause,
as in SMITH, KRAUSE and WILSON, said he barely thinks you exist —
TANIA

— But, you told him I’m finishing my dissertation … and the baby — Right?
PABLO

Before I knew it, I channeled my father and invited all of them over to our house.
TANIA

You didn’t!
PABLO

It gets better: the party is this weekend.
TANIA

Puta madre!!!
PABLO

Breathe. Breathe. Remember the Lamaze …
TANIA

Maldita sea. Are you crazy!? How did that happen?
PABLO

I’ll tell you how: The Letterhead-Partner, Mr. Krause, says “Pablo! That’s a
generous offer. When would you like us ALL over?” And I say, “Sir, mi casa es
su casa” And we all laugh. And he says, “I’d love to see where you live. Tell you
what, I’m free this Saturday.
TANIA

Saturday! —
PABLO

— Does that work for you?” It was a test. A Total Test. He was watching me with
this gleam in his eye.

5

TANIA

This is where you say NO … it doesn’t work for me or my beloved pregnant wife!
PABLO

I didn’t skip a beat. Looked him straight in the eye and said: YES! Mr. Krause,
this Saturday is perfect. And he said: “I like that. You have cojones, son.”
TANIA

Mr. Krause actually said “cojones?”
PABLO

He even did the quotation marks.
TANIA

Oh God.
PABLO

I see it as his form of cultural outreach. Which could be a good sign to becoming
partner
TANIA

No! Nothing about this ballsy, machista Law firm party-planning is good!
PABLO

I know. But Tania: this could be bigger than Steven Johnsons’ Martini Happy
Hour. Because the only living, letter-head boss said he would come. I could
become the first Latino to make partner in this place. Maybe one day, they’ll add
DEL VALLE to the letter head. That would be a first, huh?
TANIA

Pablo!
PABLO

It was fight or flight, Tania. And you’ve taught me to never run away from a
fight.
TANIA

Sixty strangers here in six days? We don’t have enough furniture. Our walls are
half painted. Our plaster is cracked. And I have my own research to do before the
baby comes. It’s just too much. You are trying too hard.
PABLO

I know! I know. It’s too much. I’m so stressed. I don’t want to let you down. I
don’t want to let the baby down. I want to fix up the house for us. I need to make
partner —
TANIA

So an impromptu party for the whole firm?
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PABLO

I don’t know what I was thinking. We can’t fix-up a fixer-upper in 6 days … I’ll
tell Mr. Krause that I can’t deliver.
TANIA

Wait! So let’s be upfront, confident. Show them we are do-it-yourselfers in the
best way: We have the party outside.
PABLO

Outside.
TANIA

In this beautiful yard. With our gorgeous tree.
PABLO

Tania, our yard is not beautiful.
TANIA

Not yet. But it can be.
PABLO

Your Native Garden.
TANIA

I’ve had the design in my head since we bought the place. If we pull away some
of that patched grass … get rid of those plants and that gnome and allow those
there to get some light. Plant some ferns, bushes and wildflowers. Add some
filtered water in the bird bath. And the oak looks so majestic. Oh my God, this
could be very exciting.
PABLO

But we agreed to fix the house first and then you could start thinking of the garden.
TANIA

Pablo, do you want your party or not?
PABLO

I was thinking Barbeque.
TANIA

Yeah!
PABLO

Americans love “B-B-Q”. It puts everyone at ease. Cool and casual. Show them
we comfortably fit in the landscape that they know. We can do American Wasp
Success … or at least imitate it …
TANIA

Effortless looking effort.
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PABLO

They will love my scholarly and vibrant wife. They will see this fine historic
neighborhood and the potential of this unfinished place and say “Here is a man
that understands smart risk. He is the American Dream — incarnate.”
TANIA

And maybe we can get someone to pull out that ugly sagging chain link fence. It’s
horrible.
PABLO

And put up the kind of stately wood fence a law firm would appreciate.
TANIA

We make sure people relax and open up. We win them over.
PABLO

You are incredible. Thank you.
TANIA

Don’t thank me yet. We only have six days.
PABLO

Can we pull this off?
TANIA

First, we need to talk to the neighbors. Frank and Virginia need to be OK with us
changing the fence.
PABLO

Who would fight us for changing this ugly fence?
TANIA

Their English Ivy is draping the fence. And believe it or not …. people can get
very weird about their plants.
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SECOND VIGNETTE- MONDAY EVENING

[MUSIC. WE SEE FRANK COME OUT THE BACK OF HIS HOUSE
WITH A BOTTLE OF PESTICIDE. HE SPRAYS SECTIONS OF THE
GARDEN BEFORE VIRGINIA COMES OUT AND BECKONS HIM.
ALL ENTER OUT TO THE DECK, WITH TANIA AND PABLO
GIFTING VIRGINIA AND FRANK A BOTTLE OF WINE IN A
GIFT BAG. FRANK GOES INSIDE TO PREPARE IT. TANIA AND
PABLO AND VIRGINIA START THE SCENE.]
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SCENE 2- MONDAY EVENING
[TANIA AND PABLO SIT IN VIRGINIA AND FRANK’S PERFECT
GARDEN. FRANK IS OFF-STAGE]
VIRGINIA

Well, we are so happy to finally have real homeowners living next door. It used to
be such a beautiful place until Mr. Whitefield died and then Mrs. Whitefield died
and her stupid stepson took over and rented it to a bunch of sloppy Georgetown
students … But now. A fresh start. And a baby! We love babies. Maybe we can
babysit! Frank’s bringing out wine glasses. Frank! Bring out some iced tea. For
the little pregnant lady!
TANIA

We don’t mean to bother you on a work night.
VIRGINIA

Nonsense, Frank does his consulting from home now. And I’ve been an Engineer
at Lockheed Martin so long, I have my own bathroom.
PABLO

At Lockheed Martin!
VIRGINIA

Yes, Shocking huh?
PABLO

Oh no, not at all.
VIRGINIA

I bet some of your best friends are old female Defense Contractors. Right?
[LAUGHS]
[FRANK EMERGES WITH A TRAY CARRYING ICED TEA, WINE GLASSES
AND THE WINE PABLO AND TANIA BROUGHT OVER].
FRANK

So did you know that all the houses on this street were built in 1908?
PABLO AND TANIA

Really —
VIRGINIA

As were most of the residents!
[LAUGHS]

I’m joshing. But it is an old neighborhood. Mr. and Mrs. Jenkins across the street
were part of the Bush JR. and Sr. administrations. And Phillip Saxon — in the
blue house … the one with the great ornate front yard —
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FRANK

— It’s not that great —
VIRGINIA

I meant great as in big. Frank and Phillip have a gardening rivalry.
FRANK

Very friendly and neighborly, I assure you.
VIRGINIA

Every year awards are given by the Garden club —
FRANK

Potomac Horticultural Society.
VIRGINIA

And Frank’s garden always wins … honorable mention!
PABLO

It’s beautiful. It reminds me of my parents’ garden.
TANIA

Very European.
FRANK

Thank you. But Phillip Saxon has won Best Garden for the last three years.
VIRGINIA

Maybe not this year. I think you’ve outdone yourself.
FRANK

The Horticultural Society judges come by this Sunday.
TANIA

This Sunday?
PABLO

Oh no.
TANIA

We were coming over to talk about replacing the fence.
FRANK

Replacing that fence?
TANIA

By Saturday … for an event we are having.
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FRANK

Are you serious?
VIRGINIA

You want to replace the fence this week?
TANIA

I’m sorry. Pablo, this isn’t going to work —
FRANK

Sorry? This is the best news I’ve heard in a while.
PABLO

It is?
FRANK

One day that stupid Whitefield stepson just put up that cheap garish thing.
TANIA

Oh, so it’s our fence?
VIRGINIA

It certainly isn’t ours. Frank sicced the English Ivy on it so we would see green
instead of chain link.
FRANK

English Ivy is potent if used de-fens-ively.
[LAUGHTER]

But no matter what I do, Phillip Saxon doesn’t have to contend with a disheveled
wire fence.
TANIA

Well if you are OK about us cutting away your ivy, we could get rid of the wire
fence.
PABLO

And replace it with a tall, stately wood one.
FRANK

A Christmas miracle in September.
PABLO

I’m so relieved you are “on board” with this.
[LAUGHTER]
FRANK

I’m surprised how elated I am. I hate that fence.
PABLO

So do we.
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FRANK

I hate losing to Phillip Saxon too!
VIRGINIA

Frank, calm down. The point of gardening is for you to relieve your chronic stress.
FRANK

It’s not that bad.
VIRGINIA

Yeah, right.
[BEAT]

Anyway, it’s so much better since he discovered he has a green thumb.
FRANK

It started with a bulb. I put it in the ground, and a tulip came up. And I was
amazed by what I had done! It was like … childbirth.
VIRGINIA
[TO TANIA]

Tulips are nothing like childbirth.
FRANK

Everything you see here, I planted with my own hands —
VIRGINIA

On his knees. Meticulously.
TANIA

Wow. Is it me or does your yard look bigger than our yard?
VIRGINIA

Bigger? No. More organized, perhaps.
PABLO

It’s so neat. So pristine …
FRANK
[LAUGHS]

Every day, I rake. I trim. I mow. I fertilize. I mulch. I de-grub. I spray for bugs.
TANIA

You use pesticides?
FRANK

Constantly!
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VIRGINIA

And he constantly weeds. He see’s something that’s out of place and he grabs it
by the roots and pulls it out. Immediately. It’s a little OCD, but the results are
impressive.
PABLO

Tania is an avid gardener too!
TANIA

My grandparents owned a small farm and I’ve always loved playing in the dirt.
I’m so excited about owning a yard.
FRANK

I’m happy to help you become a serious garden contender.
TANIA

Oh, thank you, but your gardening might be too … ambitious for me.
VIRGINIA

She has a job and a little baby on the way.
FRANK

Well, gardener to gardener, the one thing you should get rid of is that tree …
PABLO

You mean, our Oak?
VIRGINIA

You mean your future disaster!
[LAUGHS]
TANIA

Disaster?
FRANK

It’s so dangerous.
TANIA

But. We. Love. The Tree.
PABLO

We do.
VIRGINIA

Really?
TANIA

Really.
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FRANK

We used to have the sister oak in our back yard… but we decided to get rid of it. To safe
guard our roof and give us a canvas on which to plant. One life for so many.
PABLO

You had an Oak tree like ours here?
FRANK

And it completely overwhelmed our yard. Just like yours. Those heavy craggy
branches up there need to be cut back which is expensive. I suggest just chopping
the whole thing down as soon as possible.
VIRGINIA

How about right now? We have a chain saw. And an axe!
FRANK

Oh Ginny. You will need a professional tree guy, of course. Post-haste.
TANIA

It’s a healthy tree. We had that inspected before we bought the house.
FRANK

But the tree is why your lawn looks so messy. All the leaves and acorns.
Everywhere.
VIRGINIA

And we get your leaves and acorns. All over our lot.
TANIA

The tree is the centerpiece of our plan for a Native Garden.
FRANK

Native Garden? That sounds very exotic.
TANIA

Actually, it’s very traditional. We want to go back to the basics, get rid of foreign
plants like Bermuda grass, and English Ivy, and nurture a native Mid-Atlantic
forest bed.
PABLO

Which is better for the environment.
TANIA

Native plants feed the right bees and bugs, the right bugs feed the birds, and so
on. We, the Individual Gardeners of America have the opportunity, or dare I say,
the responsibility in helping ensure biodiversity in our gardens. We can help save
the planet.
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VIRGINIA

My. That’s a patriotic call to action.
TANIA

I have some books. Written by brilliant entomologists. I can bring them to you.
FRANK

So … you are suggesting: No Azalea? No Peonies? No Hydrangeas?
TANIA

No Japanese honeysuckle, no Asian azalea, no kudzu, no Bradford pear, no
autumn olive.
FRANK

Blasphemy!
TANIA

But there are beautiful Ferns, Mulberry, Virginia Creeper, Carolina Silverbell.
Low maintenance greenery that’s high output and low impact.
FRANK

You mean, weeds? You are planting weeds, on purpose?
TANIA

A lot of plants we think of as weeds are actually native plants and they have a
purpose.
VIRGINIA

Isn’t it their purpose to be ugly?
[EVERYONE LAUGHS]
TANIA
[GOOD NATUREDLY]

That’s a misconception. Native plants can be quite arresting.
FRANK

So, you are going to plant a bunch of weeds —
VIRGINIA

— So that your yard will attract more bees and bugs?
TANIA

Yes.
FRANK

VIRGINIA

Fascinating.

Crazy.
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TANIA

Do you listen to National Public Radio?
VIRGINIA

Of course we listen to NPR.
FRANK

We’re old, not dead.
TANIA

NPR had a great segment on Native Gardening. You should listen to it.
VIRGINIA

Are you all vegetarian?
TANIA

No —
PABLO

We love Barbeque
FRANK

Is this Native Garden something that springs from your rich Mexican culture?
TANIA

It’s a gardening philosophy developed by entomologists.
FRANK

It seems so rooted to a Mexican connection to the Earth. There must be something
there.
TANIA

Except, we’re not Mexican.
PABLO

I’m from Las Condes Santiago, Chile. I did Boarding school here.
TANIA

And, I’m from New Mexico.
FRANK

Funny. I was sure I detected a little Spanish accent from you.
VIRGINIA

That’s why we thought you were Mexican.
TANIA

That’s so interesting because I’m American. I don’t even speak very much
Spanish.
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PABLO

She can swear in Spanish.
TANIA

Maybe you imagined the accent?
VIRGINIA

Maybe, it’s just that you look so Mexican.
TANIA AND PABLO
[SMILING. GOOD NATURED]

That’s what people tell us.
VIRGINIA

Doesn’t he look just like that guy from… Rico? Chico?
[PABLO LOOKS AT TANIA]
FRANK

Chico and the Man! We loved that show. So tragic how he ended.
VIRGINIA

We love Mexico. Love it.
FRANK

Saw the Pyramid of The Sun in Mexico City.
VIRGINIA

We saw Warren Beatty at a Disco in Acapulco.
FRANK

No one talks about Acapulco anymore.
VIRGINIA

Mexico now is all Cancun, Cancun!
FRANK

And drug trafficking. Illegal Immigration — and that wall business.
TANIA

I don’t know Mexico very well.
FRANK

But you are Mexican-American, aren’t you?
TANIA

In a sense, yes … but … Frank, where are your ancestors from?
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FRANK

England. Mostly.
TANIA

Do you introduce yourself as English-American?
FRANK

Of course not. I’m a New Englander. From the North East
TANIA

See? I’m New Mexican. From the South West. But people think of me as much
more foreign than you.
VIRGINIA

I on the other hand, am Polish American. I like claiming the old country.
TANIA

My family has been in the same region for over two hundred years. Where I am
from was originally part of Mexico, then it became part of the United States.
We’ve been Americans for generations. We never immigrated. Yet because of
how I look, my nationality is always in question.
PABLO

She is conducting some identity experiments. For her Doctoral dissertation in
anthropology.
TANIA

I am interested in origins and when we claim them and when we stop. The power
of language and place. Native vs. foreign. Especially in a country as complicated
as the US.
PABLO

It’s interesting and it’s controversial.
FRANK

Hey! Our marriage was controversial in our day.
VIRGINIA

A wealthy New England Blue blood and a blue collar Polish girl from Buffalo.
TANIA

This complexity is what makes us all … American.
PABLO

Actually, If we nitpick: You are Estado Unidense: United Statesean.
TANIA

True.
19

PABLO

Everyone in Canada, Latin America and the Caribbean is American.
FRANK

Oh c’mon, everyone refers to us as the Americans.
That’s true too!
The English are Europeans —
— Not anymore —

TANIA
PABLO
FRANK
PABLO

The Australians are Australian. And all of us here are Americans. Except I’m
Chilean. And you three are United Statesean.
[EVERYONE LAUGHS]
TANIA

Yes. So Pablo is the only foreigner here —
Here and at my law firm.

PABLO
VIRGINIA

Oh! My poor boy. Are you the token? And don’t let anyone use that term. Because it’s
demeaning. I know. For twenty years, I was the only female engineer in my division, I
was smarter than many of my colleagues, but because I didn’t have a schlong to go
along with my brain, or a really good baseball card collection, I was constantly tested,
or being asked to get coffee, or
interrupted,

FRANK
VIRGINIA

and, Peter, Paul and Mary — the lady jokes. So many stupid “lady jokes.” But I had
the last laugh. I fought to get to where I am now. Are you fighting too?
PABLO

Well…um…yes. But.

No, he’s fine.
VIRGINIA

TANIA

Be fierce and be fearless, amigo. Do everything you say you will and then, do
more. We have to be twice as good to get half as far.
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Thank you.

PABLO
VIRGINIA

And don’t let those yahoos get you down.
PABLO

That’s good advice.
VIRGINIA

More tea?
TANIA

I think I’ve had enough caffeine and sugar for one day, thank you.
VIRGINIA

You kids today are so cautious. When I was young, while other women were
burning bras, I was wearing full support, working overtime. I couldn’t let a thing
like a child-birth slow me down. Drank coffee all night until my water broke. And
our Scott is fine.
FRANK

He’s a little quiet. Shy.
VIRGINIA

He works at the Library of Congress. He’s a lovely boy.
FRANK

He’s almost 40.
VIRGINIA

I hope he marries in this garden one day.
FRANK

I don’t think so.
[BEAT]
PABLO

Oh my, look at the time. We have kept you out here … and the mosquitos.
VIRGINIA

Those darn bugs! And more to come …
TANIA

Spiders will help with the mosquitos. You’ll see.
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VIRGINIA

We will! Thank you for the wine.
FRANK

A pleasure talking with you.
TANIA

And thank you for allowing us to trim your ivy.
FRANK

Thank you for our new wood fence!
PABLO

What is that American saying: Good fences make good friends?
VIRGINIA

Good neighbors. Good fences make good neighbors.
FRANK

Amen.
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VIGNETTE 3- TUESDAY MORNING
[VIRGINIA CROSSES TO FRANK AND TAKES HIS WINE GLASS.
SHE GOES TO THE TRAY AND PLACES THEM ON IT, PICKS IT
UP. FRANK GOES TO THE DOOR AND HOLDS IT OPEN FOR
VIRGINIA TO EXIT. FRANK CROSSES TO THE FENCE TO GRAB
HIS PESTICIDE AND FINDS AN ACORN. HE LOOKS AROUND,
THEN THROWS IT IN TO THE DEL VALLE YARD — HE EXITS.
LIGHTS SHIFT; TUESDAY MORNING. PABLO ENTERS FROM
HIS HOUSE, CLOTHES NOT QUITE PUT TOGETHER. HE HAS A
CUP OF COFFEE AND THE PLAT. HE CROSSES TO THE FENCE,
LOOKING AT THE FLOWERS ON THE OTHER SIDE.]
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SCENE 3- TUESDAY MORNING
[TANIA ENTERS WITH A PEN AND PAD OF PAPER.]
TANIA

BBQ Jacks says they can bring 18 pounds for Saturday. And the linens and tables
and chairs will be set up that late morning.
PABLO

That’s good. The first fence guy said it was impossible … but then I found one
that spoke Spanish …
TANIA

Viva la Raza!
PABLO

And he lowered the price, of course, for us.
TANIA

Membership has its privileges …
PABLO

If we just give him a perimeter of the yard. He can get all the wood delivered by
tomorrow, and installed by Friday.
TANIA

Friday! Perfect. Let me check it. Do you have the plans?
[TANIA CROSSES TO PABLO AND TAKES THE PLAT.]
PABLO

The office is buzzing about our barbeque! Since Mr. Krause is coming …
everyone is cancelling their plans to make sure they can come. Crazy as it sounds,
this party might be one of the best impulse moves I’ve ever made.
TANIA

I’m just relieved about how happy the Butleys are about the new fence!
[TANIA STARTS TO STUDY THE PERIMETER.]
PABLO

The Butleys are awesome. I love them.
TANIA

You just love looking like a 1970’s Puerto Rican TV star!
PABLO

It was like we entered another time and place. Another galaxy …
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TANIA

It’s a live Dick Van Dyke Show … right next door.
PABLO

You think we’ll be that out of touch when we’re their age?
TANIA

No — because we are not white.
PABLO

But they’re trying! They did offer to babysit!
TANIA

And I love them for that. Although, I didn’t sense they approved of our approach
to the garden.
PABLO

Maybe they thought we were being … judgmental?
TANIA

Me? I’m not being judgmental. Just informed.
PABLO

OK. You have to agree … what they have is beautiful.
TANIA

You can’t mean that.
PABLO

OK. But it’s pretty.
TANIA

Pretty evil! These “lovely” plants: Bugs don’t feed on them. Bees avoid them,
causing crisis and chaos. Bees start to die. Birds move away. Butterflies fade.
How is that beautiful?
PABLO

Is this a rally?
TANIA

The invasive Japanese Honeysuckle is like the crack cocaine of the plant world. It
should be illegal for nurseries to sell it.
PABLO

Operation Crack Down.
TANIA

This beautiful OAK tree is a banquet of nutrition and life. And I will not chop it
down.
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PABLO

Nobody said we would. Calm down.
TANIA

Don’t tell me to calm down. It implies I’m being irrational … when I’m being
passionately rational. Don’t you like beautiful wildflowers?
PABLO

Sure. I guess. I just also — like those purple ones, and those white ones … those
look —
TANIA

Whoa. Wait a second.
PABLO

What’s the matter?
TANIA

Something here is not right.
PABLO

What?
TANIA

Well, it says here in the plan that our yard goes over to … No.
PABLO

Is there something wrong with the plan?
TANIA

Or something wrong with our yard. Look.
[THEY BOTH LOOK AT THE PLAT AND TANIA’S NOTES.]
PABLO

That is strange.
TANIA

I mean we would have to measure it.
PABLO

Let’s do it. Where’s the tape measure?
[HE CROSSES INTO THE HOUSE TO GRAB A MEASURING
TAPE.]
TANIA

Second junk drawer to the right.
PABLO

We have two junk drawers?
TANIA

Yes. We are very special people.
PABLO

Ah-ha! Aqui esta!
[HANDS ONE END TO TANIA.]
TANIA

But … still, even loosely …
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[PABLO PULLS OUT THE TAPE AND HANDS ONE END TO TANIA. THEY
MEASURE THE DS SIDE OF THE YARD — AND COME UP SHORT. THEY
LOOK OVER THE FENCE, THEN AT EACH OTHER. TANIA SHAKES HER
HEAD. PABLO STEPS OVER TO FRANK’S GARDEN AND LOOKS AT THE
TAPE MEASURE.]
PABLO

To here.
TANIA

No!!!!
PABLO

Yes! We own more than we think. Wow! Oh Wow!
TANIA

Get back over here. That can’t be right.
PABLO

A que si! It’s what’s filed at the City. This plan is what is attached to our
mortgage. This is what we bought. This is the lot the stupid Whitefield stepson
sold to us!
TANIA

But we didn’t know that. We assumed our property went to the chain link fence.
PABLO
RUNNING UP AND DOWN EXCITEDLY]

It’s more: Two feet beyond: the flowerbeds, the ivy, the walkway. All the way to
the street. It all belongs to us. To us! Huevon!!! We need to get a surveyor here as
soon as possible.
TANIA

Oh no.
PABLO
[CROSSES BACK TO THEIR YARD]

You know what this means?
TANIA

Trouble?
PABLO

We may legally own 10% more yard than we thought.
TANIA

That much?
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PABLO

God, I love the law!
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VIGNETTE 4- WEDNESDAY MORNING
[THE SURVEYOR COMES IN, WITH HIS MEASURING WHEEL
AND PLAT. HE LOOKS AT THE DOCUMENTS AS FRANK
ENTERS FROM THE SR ALLEY, WITH HIS GARDENING CADDY.
THEY WAVE AT EACH OTHER. FRANK EXITS IN TO THE
HOUSE. THE SURVEYOR GOES ABOUT HIS BUSINESS,
MEASURING ALONG THE EDGE OF THE YARD … RUNNING
RIGHT OVER FRANK’S PLANTS. HE FLAGS THE FLOWERBED
ALONG THE ACTUAL PROPERTY LINE. TANIA ENTERS. THE
SURVEYOR HANDS HER A BILL AND THEY EXIT. FRANK
COMES ON, NOTICES THE FLAGS, AND DOES A LITTLE WARMUP WITH HIS CLIPPERS AS HE CROSSES TO THE FENCE. HE
SITS, AND BEGINS TO CLIP AWAY AT THE IVY. TANIA
ENTERS.]
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SCENE 4- WEDNESDAY MORNING
[FRANK IS CUTTING THE ENGLISH IVY. TANIA WALKS OUT.]
TANIA

Oh, Frank, that is so kind. I can clip the ivy. It’s so much work.
FRANK

Only four more days until the judges. I can’t rest now. Besides. I like work. I need
it. Working with the Earth “grounds me.”
TANIA

Me too. And God knows when the little one comes, if I’ll have the luxury to mess
around back here.
FRANK

Babies and plants both love … nurseries!
TANIA

You’re so punny.
FRANK

So was the fence man the guy measuring? He was in my yard, wasn’t he? Those
little flags … are his?
TANIA

That was the surveyor.
FRANK

Oh. It’s so wise! You gotta call before you dig!
TANIA

Sure do!
[SHE LAUGHS]

I have those books for you.
FRANK

“Bringing Nature Home.” “Wild Urban Plants of the Northeast.” “Insects are
Essential.” I can’t wait.
TANIA

Not only is it great gardening; it’s good reading.
FRANK

Thank you. So when are they coming to tear out the chain link fence?
TANIA

Tomorrow!
And you ordered the wood fence?

FRANK
TANIA

If all goes well, the entire fence will be in by Friday. I’ll be digging out here too.
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FRANK

Maybe this year, with your new fence … I might win the Potomac Horticultural
Society Best Garden Award … a man can dream, can’t he?
Of course.

TANIA
FRANK

Like Ginny … dreaming of a garden wedding for our shy Scott … who I think is
homosexual.
TANIA

Oh.

FRANK

Gay— Yup —

TANIA
FRANK

I accept it. But Ginny doesn’t want to see it. I wish he would come out and just
tell us.
TANIA

It’s hard to open up to parents sometimes. So many expectations. Give him time.
Oh!
[TANIA FEELS A KICK IN HER BELLY. SHE BRINGS FRANK’S
HAND TO TOUCH IT. HE IS MOVED.]
FRANK

Incredible. We so want grandkids. If we had one, I think Ginny might consider
retiring.
TANIA

Gay couples have kids all the time now.

FRANK

I hope he finds someone. We don’t want him to be alone.
TANIA

Scott is lucky. Pablo got disowned for marrying me.
FRANK

That’s shocking
TANIA

His father, who is a very wealthy man in Chile, calls me the “peasant!”
FRANK

You practically have a PhD!!!
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TANIA

Because of me, Pablo went from being an insanely rich kid with his own
chauffeur, to having to deliver pizzas to try to pay for his last semester of college.
FRANK

All for love. We would be so thrilled if Scott brought home a lovely señorita … or
señorito like you.
TANIA

Thank you. Frank … Pablo wants to throw a big garden party this Saturday for his
firm —
FRANK

Oh! A party for the firm. Here? That’s ambitious.
[PABLO ENTERS READY FOR WORK, CELLPHONE AND
LEATHER FILE FOLDER IN HAND.]
TANIA

Pablo! There you are.
PABLO

Frank, how are you? Can we talk for a moment? Is Virginia up?
FRANK

She’s at a chapter meeting for some fraternity of Women Engineers … but
whatever it is, you can tell me.
TANIA

Well, in costing out the price of the fence … we went back to the plans … and
well … Oh how do I say this … um ..?
PABLO

Frank, did you know that our property line is wider than this?
Excuse me?

FRANK
TANIA

What Pablo means is that … apparently, our property line might be … may be …
2 feet wider.
Than we thought.

PABLO
TANIA
PABLO

That’s what the surveyor confirmed with Tania.
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He did?
Yes. Do you have the papers?

FRANK
TANIA

[PABLO PULLS OUT THE PLAT FROM THE FILE FOLDER AND
HANDS IT TO FRANK.]
PABLO

Yes. See Frank … it makes sense … see the line.
FRANK

I see it.

PABLO

That’s where our property actually ends.
Not here?
Not here with the fence.
That’s why your yard looks bigger.

FRANK
PABLO
TANIA
PABLO

Because it’s actually bigger. It’s backed up by the plat and the surveyors report.
FRANK
[BEAT]

Oh. What does that mean?
PABLO

It means that these flowerbeds …
TANIA

Your flowerbedsPABLO

— are actually on our land.
FRANK
[BEAT]

I don’t think so.
TANIA

I know. I couldn’t believe it at first.
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FRANK

So that’s what those flags in my flowerbed are?
PABLO

Those mark the property line of our property. See how it lines up there and then …
Further and further?
FRANK

That silly fence has been up for years. And there’s never been a problem before.
TANIA

We don’t mean to make problems. This doesn’t have to be a problem.
PABLO

We just wanted to point out that this stretch actually,
TANIA

Ironically.
PABLO

Belongs to us.
[PAUSE.]
FRANK

Oh. Oh my.
PABLO

And since we are about to invest into building this new fence … and for re-sale
purposes and what not … we thought it would be best for everyone … if we could
line up our fence with the correct property line as soon as possible.
FRANK

I’m so sorry. I’m surprised. And deeply embarrassed.
TANIA

Oh Frank, don’t be embarrassed.
PABLO

We were surprised too.
FRANK

I’m flabbergasted. This is terrible. How could this be?
TANIA

Please don’t be hard on yourself. We know you didn’t do this on purpose!
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FRANK
[BEAT]

On Purpose? Why would you say such a thing? You think that I … I … that I
would stoop so low as to??? You can’t just come here and accuse me of things.
TANIA

No one is accusing anyone of anything!
FRANK

I did not put up that fence.
PABLO

Someone did.
FRANK

That is not my business.
PABLO

Actually, it is your business since it affects your property. Had you NO idea it
was in the wrong place?
FRANK

No.
PABLO

Really?
FRANK

Am I on trial?
TANIA

No, of course not.
FRANK

Because I feel I am the victim, here. You come and tell me I have to give you
something I have thought of as mine … and then treat me like this?
TANIA

I’m sorry. I know this is very awkward. I know how much your garden means to
you. I’ve been loath to bring it up.
FRANK

But you did.
PABLO

We brought it up because something you think is yours is actually … ours. And
we need to be adults about this and resolve it.
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FRANK
[PAUSE]

I don’t know what to say.
PABLO

I know everybody is very sorry and uncomfortable about this. But the fact
remains, if we are going to build a fence, it needs to outline the physical line of
our actual property.
FRANK

I’ve worked so hard; the judges come this Sunday.
PABLO

I’m sorry. But the law clearlyFRANK

STOP! BE QUIET! DO NOT SAY ANOTHER WORD!
PABLO

I didn’t … mean to —
FRANK

What did I say, son? We will talk later. Excuse me.
[FLUSTERED, FRANK RUNS BACK TO HIS HOUSE.]
TANIA

Frank, be careful!
[PABLO AND TANIA ARE ALONE.]
TANIA

I can’t believe how you handled that!
PABLO

Me? Did you hear him? He’s not my father. He told me to shut up.
TANIA

He said be quiet. And I would too! This is not a courtroom. They are our friendly
neighbors.
PABLO

That’s why I also wanted to be very, very clear.
TANIA

Oh you were clearly a jerk! You were also disrespectful.
PABLO

What?
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TANIA

He is our elder. That garden means a lot to him.
PABLO

I know. But take it from me, when things are sensitive is exactly when clarity and
reason need to prevail.
TANIA

But is it worth it? I mean, we bought the place assuming that our yard ended here
and their flowerbed was theirs! We were grateful for that.
PABLO

But this is good news for us!
TANIA

This does not feel like good news.
PABLO

So what do you want to do?
TANIA

Forget what the contract says. Keep everything like this. Let’s not be greedy! And
be happy with that. We go and apologize to them and move on.
PABLO

Apologize? For pointing out they are stealing from us?
TANIA

Pablo, get out of your shark mentality. These are our neighbors.
PABLO

Fine!
TANIA

Fine! Good. So we go and apologize.
PABLO

And thank them for taking $38,000 out of our pocket.
TANIA

What are you talking about?
PABLO

That stretch is 80 square feet. Which in this neighborhood is $478 per square foot
which is the equivalent of $38,200. Today. And who knows how much more it
will be worth in the future. You feel we can just give that away?
TANIA

That much? That’s more than twice what my Dad used to make.
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PABLO

You want to forfeit part of the land that rightfully belongs to us? Give some old
people we barely know something for nothing? And pay extra property taxes to
boot?
TANIA

That doesn’t feel right either.
PABLO

I know this is emotional, but we have to be smart about this.
TANIA

And kind … we have to be kind. It can’t be just about the money.
PABLO

Listen, they are upset. It’s natural. But they will just have to get over it. This
competition comes every year. The wood fence we are buying will help us both in
the long run. We need to carry on and right this wrong. They will adjust.
TANIA

How can you be sure?
PABLO

They are good and decent people, aren’t they?

38

VIGNETTE 5- WEDNESDAY
[PABLO EXITS. TANIA GREETS THE CROWD OF GOMEZ
LANDSCAPE TECHNICIANS AS THEY ENTER. THEY DISCUSS
THE WORK THAT NEEDS TO BE DONE. THEN SHE EXITS. THE
WORKERS HAVE BROUGHT A BOOM BOX, PLAYING
REGGEATON OR CAFÉ TACUBA, OR SALSA. MAYBE THEY
THROW BAGS OF DIRT TO EACH OTHER. THE TECHNICIANS
GET TO WORK, SWAPPING THE FLAGS FOR 24 INCH STAKES,
CLEARING THE GARBAGE AND JUNK US AND PULLING OUT
THE WILTED HYDRANGEAS IN TANIA’S YARD. ONCE ALL OF
THIS IS FINISHED, THE LANDSCAPE TECHNICIANS EXIT.
LIGHTS SHIFT.]

39

SCENE 5- WEDNESDAY NIGHT
[FRANK AND VIRGINIA ENTER THEIR YARD THROUGH THE
ALLEY. IT’S LATE. THEY HAVE A FLASHLIGHT. THERE ARE
NOW FOUR 30 INCH STAKES INSTEAD OF FLAGS.]
VIRGINIA

Frank, you need to calm down.
FRANK

I am calm. I’m just upset.
VIRGINIA

This is silly. They might see us.
FRANK

They are asleep. And I want to see the damage. I want you to see it. They seemed
so kind and so civilized.
[GASPS WHEN HE LIGHTS TANIA’S WILTED HYDRANGEA’S
AND SEE THEY ARE GONE]

But who rips out Hydrangeas? They could have been saved. Those poor plants are
being murdered!
VIRGINIA

It’s not good for you to get so worked up about it.
FRANK

These are living things that were planted with purpose and care. Now look at this.
It used to be flags … now it’s —
VIRGINIA

Stakes! Why are they out so far?
FRANK

Ginny! That’s where the new fence is going to go. They say their property is two
feet further than the old fence.
VIRGINIA

What? This far? That’s crazy. When did they tell you?
FRANK

While I was clipping the ivy. As a favor to them. I’m taking a picture.
VIRGINIA

They want to take our land?
FRANK

The dandy Esquire nonchalantly told me that they own this much of our property.
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VIRGINIA

Where did they get that idea?
FRANK

From the documents attached to their mortgage. And then the survey they did …
showed the same thing. They have documents. Do we?
VIRGINIA

It’s been decades. God know where ours are.
FRANK

Did you ever think we were taking land that wasn’t ours?
VIRGINIA

Us? Of course not! What did you say?
FRANK

I told him to “Hold his Tongue and Shut his BIG Mouth” and I shook my fist and
told him I’d see him in Court.
VIRGINIA

Really? You did? To a lawyer?
FRANK

Basically! And then I walked away.
VIRGINIA

You walked away? Please don’t tell me you rolled over like a circus dog.
FRANK

No — I was vicious. And intimidating.
VIRGINIA

You cannot cede an inch with this. You hear? An inch becomes a foot becomes a
yard.
FRANK

I assure you. Walking away wasn’t a retreat.
VIRGINIA

Chamberlain looked the other way when it came to Poland. Nothing appeases
greed.
FRANK

I’ve been documenting the destruction all evening.
VIRGINIA

But we need more than photos. We need to find those documents. This is our
property!
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FRANK

We were so nice to them. And they seemed to like us. What have we done to
deserve this?
VIRGINIA

Nothing but bring them wine and dark chocolate.
FRANK

Exactly. You know how I worked on the flowerbeds. Just to have a fence slam
into them. Sever them. Days before the garden judgment. I’ll never win “Best
Garden.” Thanks to them, I may not even be in the running ever. Phillip Saxon
will gloat all year.
VIRGINIA

Frank, don’t get all lathered up about this. Tomorrow we’ll give those ambitious
kids a gentle lesson in maturity. I’ll do the talking. OK? You get too upset.
FRANK

Fine.
VIRGINIA

Believe me, I will put a stop to this whole travesty.
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VIGNETTE 6- THURSDAY
[THE GOMEZ GARDENERS ARRIVE AGAIN WITH WOOD
PANELS AND POSTS TO MAKE THE FENCE WHILE TANIA
RAKES. THEY SET THE POLES SR AND LEAN THE WOOD
PANELS UP AGAINST THE HOUSE, BY THE TRASH CAN. THEY
TIDY UP THE YARD AS TANIA RAKES ONSTAGE. FRANK
LOOKS FROM THE WINDOW UPSTAIRS. THEN FRANK AND
VIRGINIA ENTER.]
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SCENE 6- THURSDAY
[OUT IN TANIA AND PABLO’S YARD. SHE IS RAKING.]
VIRGINIA

Good morning. Tania.
TANIA

Good morning,Virginia. Frank.
VIRGINIA

Where’s Pablo?
TANIA

Pablo is at work. I so wanted to apologize for what happened yesterday.
VIRGINIA

I should say so.
TANIA

We wanted to all talk together … but then we got ahead of ourselves … and we
didn’t handle the situation as … adroitly as we should have.
FRANK

Uh-huh.
VIRGINIA

Thank you. I appreciate it.
TANIA

You have been so gracious and kind. We didn’t mean for this to get tense.
VIRGINIA

Good. So why don’t we all take a big, deep breath. And Pause. It would be great
if you could give us a chance to find our documents … and study the survey …
and let us slowly digest everything. Let Frank go through the competition this
Sunday … and then we can revisit the issue.
TANIA

But the fence people are here. I thought you wanted a nice wood fence to help you
win? Because I think a fence —
VIRGINIA

I think a fence is … imperative. But Tania, there needs to be a compromise about
when, and maybe where.
TANIA

OK. So where do you think we should put the new fence?
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FRANK

Right where the old fence is!
TANIA
[BEAT.]

That’s not much of a compromise.
VIRGINIA

A temporary compromise … until we come up with a better one. When all the
facts are in.
TANIA

But I think all the facts are in.
VIRGINIA

We need more time. Please.
TANIA

I don’t have it! We have a lot of other pressures and we need this fence in the
right place as soon as possible. Frank can use all year to re-plan his garden for
next year. I’m sorry.
VIRGINIA

That is so … unkind.
FRANK

It’s the pesticides, isn’t it? They get a bad reputation. But I need them. I’m telling
you: Organic gardens get eaten alive.
TANIA

I know! That’s the point of organic gardens!!!!
[BEAT.]

I realize no one wants to be in this situation.
FRANK

Then don’t be in this situation.
VIRGINIA

All we are asking for is a little more time …
TANIA

And we don’t have that. We have this Barbeque to throw on Saturday.
FRANK

Oh.
VIRGINIA

A Barbeque?
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TANIA

It’s a very important line-in-the-sand Barbeque.
VIRGINIA

You’re telling me you are going to destroy Frank’s flowers, his vision, and art, for
a hamburger party!
TANIA

It’s “BBQ Jacks” and it’s catered. This party is much more complicated than that …
VIRGINIA

This can’t be happening.
TANIA

It’s for Pablo’s law firm.
VIRGINIA

Oh no.
TANIA

You understand … he has something to prove. We need this party. I know … this
is very upsetting. But it seems that for years, for one reason or another, you have
ended up taking —
VIRGINIA

— We have taken nothing. —
TANIA

— Obtaining part of the Whitefield lawn which belongs to us.
FRANK

Obtaining?
TANIA

I’m sorry, but we can’t let you … borrow … this land anymore. We need it.
FRANK

And what are you going to do? Butcher it? Ruin my chances this year with the
garden competition.
TANIA

Frank, you’ve had many years to try to win with that garden.
[FRANK REACTS]

I only have this one chance to help my husband impress his partners. And the
sooner we get this done. The sooner we can all get on with the healing process
VIRGINIA

Healing process. What kind of mumbo jumbo is that?
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TANIA

It’s the process you go through when things don’t go your way.
VIRGINIA

Things will go our way.
TANIA

Maybe not this time. My husband says the law is on our side.
FRANK

Well, possession is nine tenths of the law!
TANIA

Really? Then every thief would use that as an argument.
FRANK

Did you just call us thieves?
TANIA

NO! NO. Not at all. I was just poking holes in your argument.
VIRGINIA

You are poking holes in Frank’s heart.
TANIA

I feel caught in the middle. And I feel you are ganging up on me. Pablo feels
strongly —
FRANK

It’s barbaric!
TANIA

Barbaric? You think reclaiming what is ours … is barbaric?
[FRANK STARTS TO PULL THE SMALL STAKES OUT AND
THROW THEM INTO TANIA’S YARD]
VIRGINIA

Listen Missy, I’m not sure that it is yours.
TANIA

Frank, what are you doing
[FRANK THROWS ANOTHER STAKE OVER]

You can have a surveyor come out. He’ll just tell you what he told us.
VIRGINIA

If you gave us some time, but that seems impossible!

47

TANIA

I’m sorry … it is pandemonium. We have people here right now to help make this
into something presentable. In a matter of two days it will all be over. And it will
look good. And we can move on.
FRANK

We have had you in our home. I thought we were going to be friends.
TANIA

I want to be friends.
FRANK

Like this?
[FRANK RUNS OFF, UPSET]
TANIA

I’m so sorry, Frank.
VIRGINIA
[TO TANIA]

You are stressing him out!
TANIA

Virginia I don’t want to upset him … but I assure you, this fence … will make us
better neighbors in the long run. Not —
VIRGINIA

You can’t just move in and take over. I won’t let you bully us with your native
plants, and workers, and “BBQ Jacks”! You! Stop!
TANIA

You aren’t their boss. I am.
VIRGINIA

STOP You. Stop! Put that down! Don’t look like that at me. STOP! Do you
understand English???? How do I say STOP in Spanish?
TANIA

You say “Alto! Soy una pinche vieja”
[LANDSCAPE TECHNICIANS ALL REACT.]
VIRGINIA

What did you say?
TANIA

Nothing. Oh God.
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VIRGINIA

Peter, Paul and Mary! I could be your mother!
TANIA

I should not use language like that.
VIRGINIA

I may not understand what you said but I hootin’ well know what you meant.
TANIA

But you weren’t being kind either. You pushed all my buttons.
VIRGINIA

I’ve got your number, missy. Don’t mess with Virginia —— Butley.
[VIRGINIA WALKS OFF. TANIA BURSTS INTO TEARS].
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VIGNETTE 7- THURSDAY EVENING
[THE GOMEZ LANDSCAPE TECHNICIANS BEGIN TO PULL
OUT THE WIRE FENCE AS FRANK ENTERS. HE CROSSES TO
THE FENCE AND THROWS A FIT, MOVING THE SR CHAIR TO
THE DECK AND CLEARING THE KNEELER AND CLIPPERS. HE
TAKES HIS CLIPPERS AND GARDENING CADDY AND EXITS IN
TO HIS HOUSE. THE LANDSCAPE TECHNICIANS PLACE THE
FENCE UP AGAINST THE HOUSE AND EXIT. VIRGINIA COMES
OUTSIDE HOLDING A COFFEE CUP AND SMOKING,
SURVEYING THE DAMAGE AKA PROGRESS. SHE BLOWS
SMOKE INTO THE DEL VALLE YARD. IT’S CLEAR THAT SHE’S
NOT A CHAIN SMOKER, BUT THAT SHE SMOKES WHEN SHE IS
STRESSED. FRANK COMES OUT AND JOINS HER.]
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SCENE 7- THURSDAY EVENING
FRANK

She insulted you?
VIRGINIA

Called me names.
FRANK

Like what?
VIRGINIA

I don’t know. Horrible words in Spanish that all her workers understood. Very
humiliating.
[BEAT]

So I talked to an attorney.
FRANK

And what did he say?
VIRGINIA

She said that we don’t have much recourse. That legally, it appears that they own
our land … and they have the right to claim it.
FRANK

Surely that can’t be all we can do. We didn’t knowingly steal the land. We would
never do such a thing.
VIRGINIA

I know. I know.
FRANK

We didn’t even put the fence up. That was the stupid Whitefield stepson that
made that mistake. I never noticed our yard was bigger!
VIRGINIA

Frank, these are not our sins. There’s no need for us to notice because we did
nothing. We are innocent victims.
FRANK

God, I miss smoking.
VIRGINIA

Now everything we love is bad.
FRANK

Like margarine, and white rice, and … Cat Stevens.
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VIRGINIA

Shenanigans. Why does everything have to become so complicated?
FRANK

All we did was take something ugly and make it beautiful.
VIRGINIA

And now we are being treated like criminals.
FRANK

They must be Democrats, don’t you think?
VIRGINIA

With that level of sanctimony — of course they’re Democrats.
FRANK

And for $250 an hour, the attorney said there was nothing he could do?
VIRGINIA

Well, she did bring up one thing.
FRANK

What was that?
VIRGINIA

Well, we’ve worked the flower garden in a purposeful and public way for many
years.
FRANK

Yes.
VIRGINIA

And she says there are certain provisions that “allow ownership for someone that
has lived on and tended neglected land.”
FRANK

Is she talking about invoking Squatters Rights????
VIRGINIA

Oddly enough, it might be a legal recourse.
FRANK

Squatters Rights?
VIRGINIA

Adverse possession is the legal term.
FRANK

Are you insane?
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VIRGINIA

I’m just relaying the information, Frank.
FRANK

What would the Potomac Horticultural Society say about that? How could we
look people in the eye! Can you just imagine Phillip Saxon’s reaction? What
would we say to him?
VIRGINIA

We would look Phillip Saxon in the eye
[LOOKS]

and say: “Listen buddy, we’re between a squat and hard place.”
FRANK

No! Good God … that is a horrible idea. Squatters are poor people that are
desperate.
VIRGINIA

Not always.
FRANK

Is there an uglier word in the English language than SQUAT? I mean, squat is
what you do when you defecate. Squat is what peasant women do in the fields to
have babies. Squat is what degenerate bums do to get out of buying land. You tell
that lady, that lawyer, that we cannot be squatters.
VIRGINIA

Jiminy Crickets! Then say goodbye to your perfectly symmetrical garden that you
have worked on for a decade.
FRANK

Why are you yelling at me?
VIRGINIA

Just because you don’t like what you hear doesn’t mean you shouldn’t listen!
Squatter’s rights are also about justice. Those laws exist to protect hard working
people from greedy and neglectful landowners. And God knows, you have
worked hard.
FRANK

I have.
VIRGINIA

We worked the land in good faith, with good intentions, with the full belief that
this here soil was ours.
FRANK

We certainly did.
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VIRGINIA

Only to have something we love and cherish be ripped away from us, by the roots,
bringing down the value and aesthetic of our entire home.
FRANK

Selfish kids.
VIRGINIA

They are fully formed adults with growing earning potential who will stop at
nothing. We are simply a couple of old people on the brink of retirement who are
in their way. And they will mow us down for our lawn.
FRANK

Millennials. I don’t think we should let them get away with this.
VIRGINIA

Now you’re talking turkey. Let’s show these unscrupulous brats what power to
the people really means.
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VIGNETTE 8- THURSDAY EVENING
[VIRGINIA GRABS THE COFFEE CUP WITH THE CIGARETTE.
MAYBE SHE THROWS HER CIGARETTE BUTT IN THE DEL
VALLE YARD AND EXITS. FRANK REMAINS ON THE BENCH.
TIME PASSES.]
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SCENE 8- THURSDAY EVENING
[NIGHTTIME. FRANK IS OUTSIDE. PABLO ENTERS WITH A
BEER. ]
PABLO

I know it’s after midnight, but do you mind if I join you?
FRANK

Yes, I do.
[PABLO GRABS A FOLDED CHAIR, HAS SOME DIFFICULTY
UNFOLDING IT, AND SITS, FACING FRANK.]
FRANK

Did you just get home from work?
PABLO

Yes. My wife is horribly upset about the … incident this morning.
FRANK

Women get so emotional when they are pregnant.
PABLO

I hear Virginia is not too happy either.
[BEAT]

I also assume she’s not pregnant.
[BEAT. MEN SIZE EACH OTHER UP]
FRANK

No one is happy.
PABLO

You tried to make my wife feel small.
FRANK

Maybe she feels small, because she called my wife names.
PABLO

Virginia threatened Tania.
FRANK

Pablo. You are creating havoc over 23 inches.
PABLO

It’s 80 square feet, at least. If it’s so valuable to you, I’ll sell it to you at market
price.
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FRANK

Ah, so it’s all about the money.
PABLO

No. But it is a way to come to terms. A rational way to make peace.
FRANK

I shouldn’t have to spend that kind of cash. I’ve been tending this garden for
years. Its value comes from my care.
PABLO

Maybe you should be grateful you’ve had it for free for so long.
FRANK

Ginny and I have been researching adverse possession.
PABLO

You are invoking squatter’s rights?
FRANK

I’m thinking we might have a case.
PABLO

Frank, I like you. I really do. And let me tell you, you don’t want to get in a legal
argument with Smith, Krause, and Wilson.
FRANK

Sometimes the little man wins.
PABLO

You’ve never been the little man, Frank Butley. And we can’t have another
argument like we did this morning.
FRANK

That was no argument. It was an incident.
PABLO

I have sixty colleagues coming on Saturday. We have every right to do what we
are doing.
FRANK

But what about my garden and the years of toil, sweat and love I’ve poured into
it? You are sacrificing all the work I have done. For what: to make it look
ordinary and common? Just days after you said you loved it. Are you a liar,
Pablo?
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PABLO

I do like your garden. I like its’ grace and elegance. But Tania’s garden is better,
[LOOKS AROUND DESPAIRINGLY]

because it is natural.
FRANK

Nature is not why people move to this neighborhood. You could have bought a
house with a chicken coop in in hippy dippy Takoma Park and been as messy and
native gardeny as you wanted. But you didn’t want that, did you? You wanted to
put down roots here … in a stately neighborhood with all the other K-Street
lawyers and doctors and lobbyists. Why did you move here if you want to change
everything?
PABLO

We don’t want to change everything. We just want to add our touch to the
landscape. Tania believes your plants are eroding the environment. They are
foreign to the natural landscape.
FRANK

So Tania has a problem with my plants because they are from somewhere else? Because they are…immigrant plants?
PABLO

No. Tania’s problem is that your plants are ...colonialists with gross disregard for
the indigenous population.
FRANK

I’m surprised that you of all people, Pablo, would defend this type of… botanical
xenophobia.
PABLO

Back away Frank.
FRANK

No. You tell Tania to back away from my defenseless plants. This is a border
dispute. And I’m not giving up one inch of my yard without a fight.
PABLO

You don’t want to fight with me, Frank.
FRANK

I would say the same, Pablo. I’ve been in this town a long time. I spent 37 years at
the Agency.
PABLO

The Agency?
FRANK

The Agency. I know powerful people, Pablo.
[FRANK EXITS. PABLO POURS HIS BEER ON FRANK’S
FLOWER BED AND EXITS].
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VIGNETTE NINE- FRIDAY MORNING
[TANIA ENTERS WITH A TRAY OF LEMONADE AND A PINT OF
ICE CREAM WITH SPOON FOR HERSELF AND GREETS THE
GOMEZ GARDEN LANDSCAPE TECHNICIANS AS THEY COME
IN, DELIVERING FLATS OF FLOWERS, A SHOVEL AND A POST
HOLE DIGGER. ONE SITS ON ONE OF FRANK’S CHAIRS TO
FINISH THE LEMONADE. THEN THEY EXIT.]
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SCENE 9- FRIDAY MORNING
TANIA

Maybe we should just cancel the party — Stand down before we fall down.
PABLO

What? The plants and fence go in today. My entire firm arrives tomorrow
afternoon.
TANIA

But Pablo, I was terrible. I called Virginia names!
PABLO

I’m sure she deserved it! Don’t go soft, Tania. This is not about flowers. It’s about
principles. This is war.
TANIA

It’s not war. Not yet. I need to go talk to her. I’ll make her understand our point of
view. The pressure we are under.
PABLO

I don’t think you should. In fact I say no.
TANIA

No?
PABLO

Frank threatened me.
TANIA

Sweet Frank? No way.
PABLO

Oh. He showed some big “cojones” last night.
TANIA

That term is ridiculous. Testicles are the most delicate part of a man.
What did you say?
PABLO

Nothing! All I know is he said we are wild, messy people and we should go native
somewhere else.
TANIA

He did not say that!
PABLO

It’s what he meant. And he says he knows powerful people. He says he works for
the “agency”.
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TANIA

What does that mean?
PABLO

In Chile it means very bad things.
TANIA

Do you think Frank Butley is CIA?
PABLO

No! I googled him. He’s GSA. As in General Services. His agency manages other
agencies. They buy phones and soap and toilet paper.
[CONVINCING HIMSELF]

Not scary.
TANIA

But you said he knows powerful people. And she’s a defense contractor. What
have we gotten ourselves in to?
PABLO

Nobody tells me what I can do or not do. Not in my house. NOT IN MY BACK
YARD!
TANIA

Pablo, are you feeling OK?
PABLO

It’s nothing. He’s getting to me. But we will not be bullied and threatened into
submission.
TANIA

Pablo, they are our neighbors. We have to live next to them. Our children will
have to live next to them.
PABLO

They are researching Adverse Possession.
TANIA

Virginia and Frank Butley are invoking squatter rights? Do they have a case?
PABLO

I told them they didn’t.
TANIA

But do they?
PABLO

They need to have been openly and notoriously using a piece of land as would an
owner for a certain number of years.
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TANIA

They have. Haven’t they?
PABLO

My father lost a lot of land in Chile due to squatters. It was so demoralizing for
him. I will not let that happen to me. Not in this way. It’s ridiculous.
TANIA

I thought Squatter rights were for poor people.
PABLO

It’s a travesty of justice.
TANIA

But you say they don’t have a case?
PABLO

No, I didn’t say that. I told them they didn’t want to fight Smith, Krause and
Wilson.
TANIA

You told them to not fight the Man?
PABLO

Yes.
TANIA

Because we are now: the Man?
PABLO

Yes.
TANIA

One thing is this being between two neighbors. But now you set up that small old
couple against a huge industrial law firm … and everything seems very different.
PABLO

Isn’t that what the struggle is for you? Moving up? Buying a house? Becoming
the boss? Isn’t this the American Dream?
TANIA

Enabling large institutions to crush little old white people? No!
PABLO

They are Republicans!
TANIA

They are still people!
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PABLO

Tania you know better than anyone that we don’t reverse years of discrimination,
of growing up like second-class citizens, of being the “minority” because in one
instance we have the upper hand.
TANIA

We? Wait a second, Señor Mister. You weren’t called a spic in second grade or
asked if you were illegal when you applied for a waitressing job. You had maids
and butlers, and took cello lessons, and vacationed in Europe. You grew up with
the biggest silver spoon in your mouth of anyone I know. You were never treated
as inferior in Chile in anyway.
PABLO

No. But I became a minority the moment I moved to this country. And I know
that we have to WANT to be the MAN or nothing will ever change.
TANIA

No! It’s all this Man, Machista, Cojones talk that is the problem. I’m going to talk
to Virginia, woman-to-woman. And get this resolved.
[TANIA MARCHES INSIDE, PABLO DUMPS A BUNCH OF
ACORNS AND DEAD LEAVES ON THE BUTLEY YARD]
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VIGNETTE 10- FRIDAY MORNING
[MORNING. VIRGINIA ENTERS WITH A CUP OF COFFEE AND A
NEWSPAPER. SHE SURVEYS THE DAMAGE. SHE CROSSES IN
TO THE DEL VALLE YARD AND DUMPS HER COFFEE IN THEIR
BIRDBATH OR/AND VIRGINIA MIGHT GET BIT BY A
MOSQUITO AND GO FURTHER AND SPRAY THE DEL VALLE
LAWN WITH A LITTLE PESTICIDE. SHE THEN GOES TO HER
DECK, OPENS HER NEWSPAPER AND SITS, AGGRESSIVELY, IN
WAIT. TANIA COMES OUT, SPOTS HER … AND APPROACHES.]
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SCENE 10 FRIDAY MORNING
TANIA

Virginia. I don’t mean to intrude on your morning.
VIRGINIA

Tania. I’ve taken the day off. Don’t you have a big fancy schmanzy party
happening tomorrow?
TANIA

Pablo and I are good people. We don’t want to hurt you.
VIRGINIA

Frank and I are good people too.
TANIA

I’m so sorry I said those things to you.
VIRGINIA

Thank you. Well, it wasn’t my finest moment either. And at least I learned
something. Swearing in Spanish seems so much more satisfying.
TANIA

I promise, you won’t hear that type of language again.
VIRGINIA

Would you like a seat? You must be tired.
TANIA

Thank you.
VIRGINIA

You should take a load off. Here let me help you prop up your feet. Your poor
ankles.
TANIA

I never thought I would swell up like this.
VIRGINIA

None of us do. And then it happens. But it’s so worth it. You’ll see. Kids add a lot
of color to your life. I love being a mother.
TANIA

Virginia —
VIRGINIA

Call me Ginny.
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TANIA

Ginny, you need to know, I never intended for this to get like this.
VIRGINIA

I know. I know. The men got involved and suddenly …
TANIA

Exactly! The men talked and then things just blew up. And I don’t want this to get
worse. I knew if I came here, and we talked that would be a step in the right
direction. There has to be a compromise.
VIRGINIA

I am so relieved to hear you say that.
TANIA

It’s just been so overwhelming and all at once. The pregnancy, the move, and the
firm and now all this stuff. The entire office is coming tomorrow. The baby is due
in five weeks …
VIRGINIA

The only thing that matters is you need to take care of yourself. Keeping you and
the baby healthy has to be your priority.
TANIA

Yes. Of course.
VIRGINIA

So ironic this all had to happen the same week as Frank’s gardening competition.
TANIA

I’m so sorry about the timing.
VIRGINIA

Well I know throwing this party isn’t easy either.
TANIA

What we do for our men.
VIRGINIA

Our crazy, neurotic men.
TANIA

Impulsive, and more impulsive.
VIRGINIA

Wanting to win, wanting it all.
TANIA

Ah – BOYS!
[THEY LAUGH]
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VIRGINIA

Although, we women want to win too. Don’t we?
TANIA

Yes but for different reasons.
VIRGINIA

Very different.
TANIA

Pablo and I are just trying to build a better future for our family.
VIRGINIA

Yes, of course you are. It’s the…United Statesean dream.
[THEY LAUGH]
VIRGINIA

I think I might have a very similar story to yours. I grew up with very few things.
Not in New Mexico. But Buffalo. Like you, I made my way into the world. I
started earning money ... oh my … the flushness of it, the possibility of it, gave
me quite a rush. Made me want things even more. But things that I could not buy.
Like Respect.
TANIA

Ginny, we didn’t mean to be disrespectful.
Of course not. But you were.

VIRGINIA
TANIA

You do understand we do have the right to build the fence.
VIRGINIA

Yes, I do. But think about it. Your husband makes an impulsive decision that in
six days destroys decades of someone else’s hard work. Don’t you find that kind
of … entitled?
TANIA

But you are the ones that felt entitled to plant flowers wherever you want …
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VIRGINIA

Can you hear yourself? You are accusing us of what? Planting flowers. Now what
kind of crime is that?
TANIA

It’s our land. And those flowers are detrimental to the environment.
VIRGINIA

Great! Save the world, but screw your neighbors. What kind of environment is
that? You said you didn’t understand how this all spiraled. I’m an engineer … So
I’m explaining it to you: Your desire for more started this all.
TANIA

You mean my greed?
VIRGINIA

I didn’t say that word. Did I?
TANIA

No one has ever called me greedy before.
VIRGINIA

You are a woman. They probably masked it with more generous words … like
ambitious and determined … or bitchy. It’s so unfair. Believe me, I know.
TANIA

I’m greedy for hoping to get what I paid for? So Virginia, what are you? How did
you acquire more land than you bought?
VIRGINIA

As far as I remember, this has been like this for a very long time.
TANIA

And that’s the crux of it. You have because you have. Because you are used to it.
Stolen goods are not stolen, they are acquired. The world is already so entrenched
in your favor you don’t even need to recognize how you benefit from inequity.
You are blind to your privilege! And you don’t stop unless you are held
accountable. You … you people …you …
VIRGINIA

You? What do you mean … by: You people?
TANIA
[BEAT]

You and Frank.
VIRGINIA

You mean senior people?
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TANIA

I mean … you and Frank.
VIRGINIA

Do you mean white people?
TANIA

Do not put words in my mouth.
VIRGINIA

You are attacking us because we are rich and white. That’s classism and racism.
Would you make this kind of ruckus if Frank and I had been black? Or Latino?
Would you attack us if we had a Cactus in our back yard?
TANIA

Oh, because Mexicans only want Cacti in their back yard?
VIRGINIA

See! You are Mexican.
TANIA

I am Mexican! And American! And Latinx!
VIRGINIA

Latin — what?
TANIA

X!
VIRGINIA

Why are you yelling?
TANIA

I want to make sure you hear me, even if you don’t want to!
VIRGINIA

Ah-ha! See? There it is, the big chip on the shoulder. You would handle this
different if we were different.
TANIA

No. I would not. If you were my Latinx neighbor and you had 2 feet of our yard,
you better believe I would still come and claim it. But … I bet you would be a lot
less resistant to our rightful legal rights if we “fit in better.”
VIRGINIA

I know you mock us. You think you’re better than us because you’re young and
hip. That, young lady, is ageism.
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TANIA

Virginia, the only “ism” you feel is your own narcissism. How you managed to
paint yourself as the victim in all of this is a feat of self-delusion. We are the ones
that have been cheated. Not you.
VIRGINIA

We are upright, taxpaying, law-abiding citizens
TANIA

So are we.
VIRGINIA

But you are taking things we love away from us.
TANIA

You know, I came over to apologize. …
VIRGINIA

And I graciously accept your apology.
TANIA

I don’t think I am giving it to you anymore.
VIRGINIA

Honey, you are pregnant. It’s making you irrational.
TANIA

I’m passionately rational!
[TANIA TURNS TO GO, THEN STOPS.]

I’ve never been entitled a day in my life. Except now. When the title of our land
actually says we are entitled to the land we bought and that you have. You are the
occupation. But we shall overcome. You will not stop us.
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VIGNETTE 11- FRIDAY MORNING
[MAYBE OR MAYBE NOT THE WORKERS ARRIVE AS A FIGHT
BETWEEN TANIA AND VIRGINIA COMES TO A HEAD. BUT
THE INSPECTOR DEFINITELY ENTERS AND LOOKS AT HER
CLIPBOARD. SHE SLAPS A STOP ORDER ON TO THE TREE AND
EXITS. TANIA FREAKS OUT AND RUNS IN TO THE HOUSE TO
CALL PABLO. VIRGINIA STAND TALL.]
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SCENE 11- FRIDAY AFTERNOON/EVENING
[SPLIT SCENE. FRANK AND VIRGINIA’S HOUSE]
VIRGINIA

She called us racist!
FRANK

She actually said those words?
VIRGINIA

Not exactly but it was implied.
FRANK

Did you tell her that I considered voting for Obama?
VIRGINIA

No. I wouldn’t dignify her with that.
[TANIA AND PABLO’S HOUSE]
PABLO

I hurried home the moment you called me.
TANIA

And then the officials. They came. They came.
PABLO

Where are all the fence workers?
TANIA

Pablo, a stop order from the DC government is a STOP ORDER. I had to send
them home.
PABLO AND FRANK

Sons of bitches.
FRANK

Just because we disagree does not mean we are racist. How could she think us
racist?
VIRGINIA

Who knows with these people.
PABLO

Frank said he knew people.
TANIA

They came, with their little tablet and little pen and looked over everything and
then they slapped a big yellow sign on my tree.
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VIRGINIA AND TANIA

It’s code.
VIRGINIA

Why do they always have to turn it into a race thing?
FRANK

Every time.
VIRGINIA

I think it gives them a sort of moral impunity … permission to do what they want.
But the stop order gave them a scare.
FRANK

Wait. A stop order?
VIRGINIA

Yes. I called in some favors and the DC Inspector came out right away. And sure
enough, they found some “gross irregularities” and issued a stop order and a fine!
FRANK

No!
VIRGINIA

I thought you would be happy.
FRANK

Happy! No. Have you looked at their yard? We need that fence to keep the mess
at bay! The judges will look at this and I’ll be the laughing stock!
PABLO

How did we break code?
TANIA

Our fence is six feet and one inch. It should only be six feet. We are on the wrong
inch of the law!
PABLO

But it’s not even up! It’s not even a fence yet.
TANIA

Apparently, the Inspector established that wood had “specific intent” of becoming
a fence.
God, I hate the law.

PABLO
TANIA

How they got the DC inspector here so fast is beyond me.
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PABLO

GSA!

TANIA

Such a home field advantage. They were just looking for a reason to stop us. And
they did. So there is a stop order. And a huge $2000 fine.
VIRGINIA

I’m at my wits end. We are decent people. Did we not welcome them with open
arms?
FRANK

We brought them wine and chocolate.

VIRGINIA

We bought them FINE wine and chocolate … so they would know … how extra
happy we were to have them here.
And this is how they repay us.
Bastards!
The Barbeque is tomorrow.

FRANK

VIRGINIA AND PABLO
TANIA
PABLO

I’m going to have to cancel. I’m going to have to go back and tell everyone that
it’s off.
Pablo. You can’t.

TANIA
PABLO

The only thing that looks good in our lawn is Frank’s friggin’ flower bed … we
are doomed.
TANIA

Don’t talk like that, Pablo.
PABLO

I have to look reality in the eye. There will never be Smith, Krause, Wilson, and
Del Valle.
TANIA

Shut up, Pablo. And stop talking nonsense.
PABLO

I’ll never make partner.
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FRANK

I’ll never take Best Garden.
PABLO AND FRANK

We’ve lost.
VIRGINIA AND TANIA

No!
FRANK

I’m withdrawing from the competition.
VIRGINIA

No. Let the judges see what we are up against. It will build good will.
TANIA

We just haven’t had a chance to win … but we will. We will.
PABLO

It’s Friday afternoon. A stop order is a bureaucratic nightmare … of waiting for
the judge, paying a fine. There’s no way any contractor can legally get that fence
up by tomorrow.
VIRGINIA

Frank, those plants are living things and you are their only line of defense.
FRANK

I can’t bear to think of it.
TANIA

Pablo, where is the man who was sixth in his class? Where is the man who stood
up to his father and demanded to marry the woman he loves? You are telling me
that Frank and Virginia are bigger and stronger than you?
VIRGINIA

Are you telling me that after all that de-grubbing, all that pesticide, all that
miracle grow … you’ve decided to sit back and watch your beloved flowers be
trampled by a wood fence?
PABLO AND FRANK

Hell No. You’re right.
VIRGINIA AND TANIA

Justice is on our side.
TANIA

So we have a stop order. Time for you to start writing and documenting a defense.
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PABLO

No. Let me see your hands.
TANIA

My poor swollen puffy pregnant hands?
PABLO

These are the hands of people who scrubbed floors, and worked the land. It’s time
for me to buck up.
VIRGINIA

I thought she was coming over to apologize. And instead she taunted us.
FRANK

Enough. They must be stopped!
PABLO

I’m not a contractor. I’m just a man ... on my property, tilling my own land.
TANIA

Surely, that’s not a crime. Even in DC.
VIRGINIA

They treat us like criminals.
PABLO

Time for my delicate Chilean hands to get rough.
VIRGINIA

Frank, let’s get tough.
FRANK

Tough is my middle name.
TANIA

Let’s build our own fence … between us … and the imperialist gardens beyond.
FRANK AND PABLO AND TANIA AND VIRGINIA

We will not stand down.
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VIGNETTE 12- FRIDAY EVENING
[PABLO TEARS THE STOP ORDER INTO PIECES AND
CONFETTI’S THE YARDS WITH IT
TANIA AND PABLO EXIT IN TO THEIR HOUSE. FRANK EXITS
UP THE CS ALLEY. VIRGINIA GRABS THE CHAIR OFF THE
DECK AND MOVES IT TO BETWEEN THE FLOWERBEDS.
FRANK ENTERS WITH A CHAIN. HE CROSSES TO VIRGINIA.
THEY CHAIN HER TO THE CHAIR. FRANK THEN PICKS UP A
SHOVEL AND BEGINS TO PATROL THE PROPERTY LINE.
TANIA AND PABLO COME OUT.]
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SCENE 12- FRIDAY EVENING
[VIRGINIA AND FRANK ARE CHANTING, “GIVE OUR PLANTS
A CHANCE!” AS THE SCENE BEGINS.]
PABLO

What are you doing?
FRANK

Border patrol.
TANIA

You are on my property, Mr. Butley.
FRANK

I’m protecting my property, Senorita Del Valle.
TANIA

That’s almost Doctor Del Valle to you, Butley.
PABLO

Frank, I’m going to have ask you to move aside.
FRANK

To build a fence. Never.
TANIA

Virginia, please get up.
VIRGINIA

No can do.
PABLO

Don’t tell me you are doing a sit in.
VIRGINIA

They were effective for young folk back then. Maybe they will work for us old
folk now.
FRANK

Are you building the fence by yourselves?
PABLO

We are.
VIRGINIA

But there’s a stop order.
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TANIA

Well, a little sign can’t stop us.
PABLO

We are taking back what you took from us.
[TANIA CROSSES UPSTAGE TO GET THE POST HOLD DIGGER.]
FRANK

Oh no you don’t!
[FRANK PICKS UP AN ACORN; HE THROWS IT AT PABLO. AN
ACORN FIGHT ENSUES.]
PABLO

Desgracido. Que te creì.
VIRGINIA

GET OFF MY LAWN!
TANIA

It’s our lawn.
VIRGINIA

Get off my lawn before I call the police.
TANIA

It’s our lawn. Thought we could talk this out. But no. There is no talking with you
people.
VIRGINIA

You people. Did you hear that? That’s it!
[VIRGINIA RUNS OFF TO CALL THE POLICE]
FRANK

This is my property. My land.
TANIA

No, it’s my land. I’m building my fence to keep you out!
PABLO

And you’re going to pay for it.
[TANIA RAISES THE POST HOLE DIGGER ABOVE THE
FLOWERBED.]
FRANK

You can’t! You can’t do that.
PABLO

Don’t tell my wife what to do.
[TANIA PLUNGES THE DIGGER INTO THE FLOWERBED.]
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FRANK

NOOOOO!
Wait a minute-I planted those flowers. I paid for those seeds and bulbs. I can
prove it. You can’t keep them on your side.
PABLO

He’s right.
[SHE REACHES DOWN AND PLUCKS ONE OUT. SHE THROWS
IT AT FRANK]
TANIA

Here you go. I’m returning your flowers to you.
FRANK

No! Stop!
TANIA

You stop, Frank.
FRANK

It’s a massacre.
[TANIA STARTS PULLING OUT A LOT OF FLOWERS.
SUDDENLY VIRGINIA COMES OUT WITH A CHAIN SAW.]
VIRGINIA

Unhand my husband’s flowers. Or else!
[VIRGINIA REVS UP THE CHAIN SAW AND CROSSES TO THE TREE.]
TANIA

No!
[VIRGINIA STARTS TO ATTACK THE TREE.]
PABLO

Not the tree!
TANIA

My Oak Tree.
PABLO

No!
VIRGINIA

This will make us better neighbors, Pablo.
PABLO

Stop!
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TANIA

I’m going to call the police.
PABLO

I can’t be part of an incident!
TANIA

None of this would have happened if it wasn’t for the Barbeque .
PABLO

No, they would have been happy with a normal lawn … but no … you had to go
exotic.
TANIA

Native is not exotic.
FRANK

It’s ugly. It goes against the historical landscaping of this neighborhood.
TANIA

It was here before the neighborhood ever existed.
PABLO

Oh my God.
[FRANK MAKE TO SQUIRT TANIA WITH THE HOSE — PABLO
JUMPS IN FRONT OF HER. ONLY A FINE MIST COMES OUT.]
PABLO

Concha culiado!!!
TANIA

Argh!!!!!
PABLO

Tania are you OK?
TANIA

ARGHHH My Water …
PABLO

The baby. It’s early.
VIRGINIA

The Baby!
TANIA

It’s coming.
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VIRGINIA

Tania, just breathe.
TANIA

I am breathing!
[TANIA SCREAMS]
VIRGINIA

Your breathing is all wrong. Breathe like this…
PABLO

We have to get to the hospital.
TANIA

I don’t think so …
PABLO

I’m getting dizzy.
VIRGINIA

You are hyperventilating Pablo.
[VIRGINIA SLAPS PABLO]

Stay focused.
TANIA

Forget it. I don’t think I can walk any more.
PABLO

Wait, you can’t have the baby out here in the field! Like …
TANIA

Like a peasant!???!
FRANK

Is she going to squat?
VIRGINIA

Get a grip, Frank.
[TANIA SCREAMS]
VIRGINIA
[TO TANIA]

Tania, Honey, it’s OK, lean on me.
TANIA

Ginny, I’m so scared. Help. My baby …
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VIRGINIA

Just breathe, Tania. The baby is going to be fine.
FRANK

Can you take another step?
TANIA

I have to lie down.
PABLO

Not here … in the dirt.
VIRGINIA

It’s going to have to be here.
[FRANK TAKES OFF HIS SWEATER]
FRANK

Lie on my sweater.
PABLO

Breathe Breathe Breathe. I’m so sorry Tania. This got too big … we lost sight.
TANIA

It’s OK
[SCREAMS]

Ay Dios Mio de los Santos!!!!
PABLO

I love you.
TANIA

Puta Madre!
FRANK

Your Spanish is so much better than you think.
VIRGINIA

Breathe.
FRANK

Breathe.
PABLO

Breathe. Honey.
VIRGINIA

We are here. It’s going to be fine.
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TANIA

Arghhhhhhhh!
PABLO
[YELLING WITH HER]

Arghhhhhhh!
[LIGHTS OUT…A BABY CRIES: ARGHHHH!]
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EPILOGUE: SPOTLIGHTS – ONE YEAR AND ONE MONTH LATER
[ALL ACTORS MOVE TO THE POSITIONS THEY WERE IN FOR
THE PROLOGUE. A NANNY BRINGS OUT A BABY IN A
CARRIER, THEN EXITS. MAYBE THE GOMEZ GARDNERS
COME IN]
PABLO

We decided not to build the six foot one inch fence.
FRANK

I suggested wild rose bushes.
TANIA

Which are beautiful —
VIRGINIA

But they have thorns.
FRANK

So we agreed on a lovely four foot tall Virginia Sweetspire
[MAYBE THE GARDENERS COME IN HERE AND LOTSIE WITH
SOME HEDGES].
TANIA

A native plant with small green leaves and a tower of white blooms.
PABLO

And planted it right where the property line is supposed to be.
FRANK

I didn’t know the fence was in the wrong place.
VIRGINIA

But if we really had looked … we would have seen … that of course the yard
wasn’t right. We just never noticed. We never needed to notice.
FRANK

The Virginia Sweetspire forced me to re-design my garden … I decided to relax
and include a couple more indigenous Mid-Atlantic plants. It’s a hybrid garden
now … not as formal …
VIRGINIA

But a lot more interesting! This year Frank won Best Garden.
FRANK

Take that Phillip Saxon!
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VIRGINIA

And our new hybrid garden will be the perfect setting for our son’s upcoming
wedding!
FRANK

To Bill.
TANIA

We trimmed back all the branches on the tree.
FRANK

No acorns getting stuck in my bushes.
VIRGINIA

Less raking. More spiders.
TANIA

Fewer mosquitos! And I planted some peonies.
PABLO

They’re so pretty!
TANIA

Some transplants can work well in a Native environment.
PABLO

And what better reason to cancel an ill-conceived Barbeque than the birth of a
baby girl.
TANIA

A girl!
FRANK AND VIRGINIA

A girl!
[A BEAT]
PABLO

Her name is Margarita.
TANIA

Which is Daisy in Spanish
FRANK

A native plant.
VIRGINIA

That is both a weed …
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FRANK

… and a flower.
[THEY ALL LOOK AT EACH OTHER]
VIRGINIA

She is beautiful.
TANIA

I defended my dissertation.
PABLO

And last week, I finally made partner.
TANIA

And I’m expecting again.
VIRGINIA

So soon!!! Irish twins.
FRANK

Sorry — that’s an old expression.
VIRGINIA

What?
FRANK

I’m sorry.
*PABLO

If I think about it, — there’s a lot of other ways
*VIRGINIA

Very different ways FRANK

This little…. episode could have played out.
TANIA

But this is what we wanted.
[BEAT. THEY ALL LOOK AT EACH OTHER]
TANIA AND PABLO

Old neighborhood
FRANK AND VIRGINIA

New Neighbors.
END
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